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Meanwhile, on November 26, Trotsky had made formal
application to the German High Command for an immediate
armistice for the purpose of concluding a democratic peace
without annexations and indemnities; to the Allied
diplomats he declared that the Soviet regime had never
desired a separate peace and still hoped for a peace that
would embrace all belligerent parties. But peace they
were determined to have, and the onus would lie upon the
Allies if Eussia were forced to sign a separate agreement.
Two days later (November 28), Krylenko carried out the
original orders issued to his predecessor and ordered
" firing to cease immediately and fraternization to begin
on all fronts ".

The collapse of the attempts of the Allied Military
Missions to prevent the Russian army from declaring an
immediate armistice had convinced the British Ambassador,
Sir George Buchanan, that to faire bonne mine A mauvais
jeu was the only course now open to the Entente Powers.
The situation was now so desperate that a reconsideration
of the Allied attitude was essential. Though they were not
prepared to accept the Soviet proposals as a basis for
general peace negotiations, they must recognize that sooner
or later a separate peace between Russia and Germany
was inevitable. Much advantage would accrue therefrom
to Germany, who hoped undoubtedly to establish an
economic protectorate, and it was a matter of vital
importance to checkmate this latest move. German-
Russian relations must be exacerbated at all costs, even
though peace existed officially between the two countries,
for a Russo-German Alliance after the war would constitute
a perpetual menace to Europe in general and to Great
Britain in particular,

was in the neighbourhood of the Stavka, organizing the Czech legions,
speaks of the General as " a young and vigorous officer ". He adds that
the body was " barbarously profaned at Moghilev for days " (Masaryk,
The Making of a State (London, 1927), pp. 163-164).